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EnglishiExcel Foundation Exam Intensive 

Please write answers to the Section and Question number as follows. You do not have to submit your answers. Keep your answers with you at the iChats.

Section G Comprehension Cloze
51.
52.
53.
54.
55.
56.
57.
58.
59.
60.
61.
62.
63.
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Based on the passage, state whether each statement in the table below is true or
false, then give one reason why you think so. (3m)

True/False } Reason

Jerry and the
writer had been
accepted together
by the same
family.

Mrs Wong made
sure Jerry and
the writer knew
how to behave at
their new homes.

Jerry felt better
1 after the writer
talked to him.

ey

In the last paragraph, do you think the writer felt uneasy with the silence?
Support your.answer with information from the passage. (2m)

End-of-Paper

10
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Section G —~ Comprehension Cloze (15 x 1mark)
Fill,in each blank with a suitable word.

I was walking along whisting when | heard the dog fight. At first |

(51) _ nho attention to it. As the sound of the fight grew nearer, |
could tell there were a (52) dogs involved. They bolted out of an
alley, turned and headed straight toward me. For (53) | of being

bitten or run over, | darted out of their way.

| could see all the dogs chasing one old hound. They caught

(54) with the old hound and pounced on it. Down it went, buried
under the pack of snatling dogs. | (55) sorry for the unfortunate
one. | was about to pick up a branch to fight off the dogs (56) the

old hound appeared out of that growling mess with a deep gash on its right ear. | caught

my breath; | could not (57) what | was seeing. Although it was

outnumbered, it fought its way (58) of the pack and ducked under

a bush. However, the rest of the dogs swiftly closed in on it.

By then, my blood had (59) ‘ boiling. It was hard to watch an
injured old hound fight (60) such odds. | let out a shriek to scare
the dogs off. However, it did not cause (61) ' = effect. Desperate, |

éwung the branch wildly at the dogs. To my surprise, it worked. Sensing danger, they
scattered and left.

| got down on my (62) ' and looked under the bush. The

hound was still angry It barked and (63) , ﬁ its canine teeth at me,

but | knew it was not in its nature to fight a man.

In a soft (64) , | started persuading lt “It's all right, it's safe

to come out now.”
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Section | — Comprehension Open-ended (20 marks)

Read the passage below and answer questions 71 to 80.

. We were all standing in the line waiting for our .breakfast when the
caseworkers barged into the canteen and moved along the line. It could only mean
that they had found a foster home for somebady. | wondered who that could be.

Mrs Wong stopped in front of me and said, “Are you Hock Ming?” | nodded.
.| She pulled me out of the line abruptly. Then she pulled-Jerry-overtoo.

_ " “Boys, good news, both of you have been accepted in new temporary care
homes starting this afternoon.”

Jerry asked the same thing | was thinking, “Together?”

“No, Jerry. You'll be with a family with -three little -girls,” she-checked her
papers and continued, “and Hock Ming, you'll be with Mr and Mrs Sim and their son
who's twelve years old. Two years your senior. I'm sure both of you will be very
happy.”

We looked at each other with furrowed brows and eyes filled with dread.

Mrs Wong said, “We managed to find two families who have opened up their
doors to you when people are losing their jobs in this difficult time. Moreover, they
seem to be wonderful people. It is your good fortune to be accepted by them. |
think it's best that you show your new families that you are very...” she dragged out
the word ‘very’ for us to finish the sentence for her.

Jerry said, "Cheerful,. helpful and grateful.;' | moved my lips and mumbled.
“Good,” she smiled and walked away.

That would be the third foster home | was going to. 1 thought | was so used to
‘packing up and leaving, but | was taken aback, My nose got all runny, my throat
choky and my eyes all stingy. | could tell Jerry was losing the battle not to cry. He
was biting his lip but tears popped out of his eyes and rolled down his cheeks.

“l know being in ‘a house with three girls sounds terrible, Jerry, but it is a lot
better than a boy two years older than you..An older boy always wants to fight but
those little girls, they are going to treat you really well, like a little pet,” | reassured
Jerry.

“You really think so?" Jerry asked. He did not look so scared anymore. Even
though | was the one in a worse position, .| could. not-help feelmg sorry for Jerry.
Not only because he had to live around three girls, but being six was also a real
tough age. It was at six when grown-ups did not think you were that cute anymore
and they expected you to behave like an adult. Six was the age | came to live at the
orphanage. That was how old | was when my parents died.

{ reached under my bed for my suitcase, set it on the mattress and unlocked
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it. | did what | do before | sleep every night. | checked to make sure everything was
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Anger slowly left its eyes as | continued fo lure it out from its hiding place. it seemed

to (65) that | did not mean any harm. Gradually, it crawled out of

the bush and nuzzled up against me.
’ Adapted from “Where the Red Fern Grows"
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inside. With more and more children coming into the orphanage every day, | had to
ensure no one had run off with any of my things. My gaze feli on Bunny, a stuffed toy
rabbit Jerry gave me on the day we became friends. Seated beside it was my most
valued possession, a toy car. | picked it up and locked my suitcase.

| sat on Jerry's bed with him. “For you,” | uttered as | placed the toy carin 40
Jerry's hands. He sniffed and gave me a weak smile. Then, neither of us said
anything. We just sat close enough so that our shoulders were touching, treasuring
the little time we still had fogether befote we went on separate ways. Gradually | felt
comforted. Maybe, orie day, our paths would cross again...

Adapted from "Bud not Buddy”

71. Look at the table below. What do the words in the left column refer to in the
passage? Write your answers in the column on the right. (3m)

s

Word(s) frorh passage What the word(s) to
it (line 2) the caseworkers barging into the canteen

good news (line 6)

We {line 13)

[t (line 24)

72.  Mrs Wong said that it was the boys’ "good fortune” (line 15) to be accepted by the
two families. What made her think so? (2m)
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73.

74.

75,

78.

77.

78.

Which two of the following words correctly describe how the writer felt in lines 20-
- 237 Put a tick in the box beside each of your answers. (2m)

determined resentful
disgusted . surprised
grateful sentimental -

Which three-word phrase from the lines 20 - 23 tells us how Jerry tried but could not
stop himself from crying? (1m)

Why did the writer think he was in a “worse position” (line 29) than Jerry? (2m)

According to the writer, how was being six years old difficult? (2m)

List two actions the writer did to make sure he did not lose his possessions, (2m)

Wiite 1, 2 and 3 in the blanks below to indicate the ordér in which the events
occurred in the passage. (1m)

‘The writer comforted Jerry.
_The writer gave Jerry a toy car.

The writer received a soft toy from Jerry.
9
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